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Signet, considered too far above his station. She is the " false
love " of one of Scott's most heart-felt lyrics, The yidet\ the
boy loved her, the man treasured this first affection to the end of
his life. But Scott seems to have been as modest and as passive as
the heroes of his own stories, and was not like them favoured
beyond his due by fortune. After some years of hope and diffidence
the young advocate learned that the lady was engaged to William
Forbes, a prosperous banker, whom she soon married, and who
afterwards proved himself one of Scott's stanchest friends in the
financial troubles. It was as a gift to Margaret Belches that his
Lenore had been printed. She is the Green Mantle tfRedgauntlet*
she is Diana Vernon, and may have been in his mind's eye
when he drew more than one of his other heroines, too good, or
too ethereal and refined, for a lover of earthly mould. Within
a year of his disappointment, Scott met and married Charlotte
Carpenter (1797); she is said to have been the original of Julia
Mannering.2
The sales of the earlier lays had been prodigious, and the first In
three thousand copies of Rokeby went off rapidly in January 1813,
although the demand slackened much too soon. But there was a
crisis in the business world that year which shook the Ballantynes; ^
and Scott, who had a large stake in the firm, was anxious. His own
expenses and these commitments made big sales a necessity, and
there were signs that his particular vein could not be exploited for
ever. The Bridal of Triermain> however, a fanciful variation of
the romantic theme, duly came out and went into a second edition
the same year, and he had planned another lay on the grand scale,
The Lord of the Isles > and even written enough of the first canto
to open .negotiations with Constable. But the popularity of
Byron's metrical tales, which were modelled on Scott's, but
made a fierce, melodramatic appeal to emotions that Scott touched
tamely when he touched them at all, already threatened his
supremacy. Only the mild first two cantos of Ckilde Harold had
1 The subject is fully treated, I believe, in Adam Scott's Str Wither Scott'
First Love (1896).
1 Miss Carpenter's (or Mademoiselle Charpentier's) brother had a poat in
India, and Miss Mannering was the daughter of an Anglo-Indian officer. Thete
Indian associations are supposed to clinch the vague general resemblance of
traits between them (see e.g. Buchan, 55-56 and 139)*